
 
TOUGH SHOTS TOURNAMENT RULES – USBC Certification #04540 
(ALL MONEY WON WILL BE APPLIED TOWARDS THE YOUTH’S SMART ACCOUNT #9981) 
 
1. USBC rules and regulations shall govern this tournament. 
 
2. DRESS CODE: It is expected that bowling attire be worn. T-shirts that do not have bowling type logo will not 
be allowed. Blue jeans may not be worn. No hats, caps or head covering, cut off shirts, football jerseys, cut off 
pants, shorts, ragged, dirty clothing or clothing that may be considered offensive shall be worn in competition 
or on the bowling centers property at any time. Girls MAY wear shorts, skorts, or skirts that comply with Junior 
Gold National guidelines. All skirts must be at least as long as the finger tips reach when arm is resting at your 
side. 
 
3. Memberships: MUST be a member of a USBC. Bowlers will be required to show proof their membership.  
 
ANY BOWLER INTERESTED IN COMPETING FOR AN ENTRY TO THE JUNIOR GOLD CHAMPIONSHIPS MUST 
PURCHASE A TOUGH SHOTS TOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR AN ADDITIONAL ONE TIME FEE OF $100 for U12, $150 
for U15 and $200 for U18. This amount makes the bowler eligible to compete in all the TST Junior Gold 
qualifiers for the entire season. This amount does not include the USBC Junior Gold sanction.  All bowlers are 
required to purchase the Junior Gold upgrade.  This can be purchased at bowl.com and costs $30 for U18 
and U15 or $10 for U12.  This must be purchased prior to qualifying. 
 
JUNIOR GOLD MEMBERS OR FUTURE JUNIOR GOLD MEMBERS:  
 
This event will be a Junior Gold qualifying event. There must be at least 4 Junior Gold members bowling in this 
event for one to advance to the Junior Gold National Tournament.  
 
Qualifying Divisions and winners will be determined based upon the number of bowlers entered in the JG 
qualifying competition. The qualifying bowler(s) will receive an entry into the Junior Gold Championships.   
 
In the event that the top seed in the tournament has already won a spot, then the second-place seed will 
advance.   If the second-place seed also has a spot, third place will advance.  This will continue down the 
tournament standings until a bowler that has not already received a spot is eligible to advance. 
 
If there is a tie for a qualifying spot after 6 complete games have been bowled, there will be a 9th and 10th 
frame roll-off for the advancement spot. This will continue until a winner is determined. 
 
4. THE TOURNAMENT CHECK-IN TIME IS 8:30AM AND BOWLING BEGINS AT 9:00AM.  DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES 
IS AT MIDNIGHT THE WEDNESDAY BEFORE THE TOURNAMENT AND ALL REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS WILL 
BE ONLINE. WALK-IN ENTRIES WILL NOT BE PERMITTED. 
 
5. ELIGIBILITY: Open to all current USBC youth eligible bowlers. Limit one entry per bowler. 
 
6. While competing in this tournament, bowlers may not play coin-operated amusement devices, use any 
tobacco products or alcoholic beverages, or use foul language or gestures. All bowlers are expected to wear 
neat and appropriate attire. The use of radio, ear buds or headsets will be prohibited during play. The use of 
cell phones will be prohibited during play with the exception of score tracking. Bowlers are expected to 
conduct themselves appropriately; sportsmanship is demanded. Any infractions will result in a warning and if 
not corrected will result in further action which may include being disqualified from the tournament or future 



tournaments. There will be no smoking in the centers. 
 
7. EVENTS: THE DIVISIONS (U18 BOYS, U18 GIRLS, U15 BOYS, AND U15 GIRLS).  MAY BE COMBINED IF THERE 
ARE NOT AT LEAST 5 PARTICIPANTS IN EACH AGE GROUP. Placement in age divisions is based upon birthdates 
as defined by the USBC Junior Gold age divisions. Additional side events may be offered. Events that are 
offered as side events will have a separate entry fee and prize fund. Side events are optional and have no 
guaranteed prize payout amount or ratio. All payouts for side events will be determined the day of the event 
by tournament directors. 
 
8. FORMAT: There will be 6 games of qualifying.  Upon completion of the 6 games, we will cut the field based 
upon total entries in each division. These bowlers will take part in single elimination match play until a winner 
is determined. The tournament director reserves the right to modify the tournament format at their 
discretion. 
 
(RULE 400 applies to this event and all TST side events and main events) 
 
9. COMPETITION IS SCRATCH FOR ALL DIVISIONS 
 
10. ENTRY FEE shall be $55.00 per person.  Lineage fee of $27.00, scholarship prize fund of $20.00, 
expense/awards fee of $8.00. 
 
The scholarship amount of at least $20.00 per bowler will be awarded at each event. Some events may have 
additional funds raised from various sources that may be added to the scholarship payout. These funds are not 
guaranteed, and are awarded at the discretion of the tournament director. 
 
11. CHANGES TO BOWLING BALL SURFACE: Changes may be made to the surface of the bowling ball at any 
time prior to the start of any round of competition. Once a bowler has thrown their first ball of competition in 
any round, they may not adjust the surface of ANY ball, whether inside or outside the building until the last 
ball in thrown in that round of competition. Any bowler found to be changing the surface of their ball during 
competition will get one warning with the changed ball being removed from competition. If a second offense 
occurs, the bowler will be disqualified. 
 
12. TWO HANDED BOWLING: Bowlers may bowl with 2 hands but are subject to all rules enforced by USBC 
including the legal drilling of a ball being thrown with 2 hands.  
 
13. COACHING: Coaching is encouraged but not to the detriment of other bowlers. Coaches are not allowed in 
the bowler wells and should not interfere with any competitor.  
 
14. SPEED OF PLAY: Bowlers must remain on the scheduled lanes once tournament play has begun. Any 
bowler not present for his/her frame shall receive zero for the frame or frames missed, unless excused by a 
tournament official for a restroom break or other reasons. If you are in need of refreshments, please try to 
find someone who is not bowling to get them for you.  
 
15. Automatic scorers shall be used, along with scores recorded on official score sheets, which shall be verified 
by a tournament official. The score sheet must be initialed by someone who is assigned to your lanes and both 
of you must verify and put the score down on the score sheet. IF they are illegible the tournament official will 
determine what the score is.  
 



16. The Tournament Director and or Tournament Official in charge shall determine any questions not covered 
herein. Tournament officials reserve the right to disqualify or disallow any bowler to participate due to 
conduct determined to be inappropriate or for infractions of the rules. Any bowler disqualified will not receive 
any refund after competition begins. All tournament officials will be notified of any infraction or improper 
conduct before the bowler is prevented from or banned from bowling.  
 
17. AWARDS: Scholarship awards will be made to 1 in 4 participants, with the amounts determined by the 
number of entries. Trophies or medals will be awarded in each division. The Points Champion will be awarded 
additional scholarship money or free entries at the end of the season, to be determined by TST Directors. All 
scholarships will be deposited into the bowler’s SMART account within 30 days of the completion of the event. 
All USBC awards will apply.  
 
18. EQUIPMENT SPECIFICATIONS – NO BALANCE HOLES WILL BE PERMITTED IN BOWLING BOWLS. ALL HOLES 
DRILLED MUST BE USED FOR GRIPPING PURPOSES ON EVERY DELIVERY.  
 
Jane Taillon  
Tough Shots Tour  
704-658-6206  
E-MAIL: toughshotstour@gmail.com  
Website: http://www.facebook.com/toughshotstour 
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